


Gov. Andrew Cuomo resigns over r sexual harassment allegations 


By MARINA VILLENEUVE 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Gov. An- 
drew Cuomo announced 
his resignation Tuesday 
over a barrage of sexual 
harassment allegations in a 
fall from grace a year after 
he was widely hailed na- 
tionally for his detailed dai- 
ly briefings and leadership 
during some of the darkest 
days of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

By turns defiant and chas- 
tened, the 63-year-old 
Democrat emphatically 
denied intentionally mis- 
treating women and called 
the pressure for his ouster 
politically motivated. But 
he said that fighting back 
in this "too hot" political 
climate would subject the 
state to months of turmoil. = 
"The best way | can helo 
now Is if | steo aside and let 
government get back To 
governing, Cuomo said in 





a televised address. New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo prepares to board a helicopter after announcing his resignation, Tuesday, Aug. 10, 2021, in New 


York. 
Continued on next page Associated Press 
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The third-term governor's 
resignation, which will take 
effect in two weeks, was 
announced as momentum 
built in the Legislature to 
remove him by impeach- 
ment and after nearly 
the entire Democratic es- 
tablishment had turned 
against him, with President 
Joe Biden joining those 
calling on him to resign. 
The decision came a week 
after New York's attorney 
general released the results 
of an investigation that 
found Cuomo sexually ha- 
rassed at least 11 women. 
Investigators said he sub- 
jected women to unwant- 
ed_ kisses; groped _ their 
breasts or buttocks or oth- 
erwise touched them inap- 
oropriately; made _insinu- 
ating remarks about their 
looks and their sex lives; 
and created a work envi- 
ronment "rife with fear and 


Time for 
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New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo and others walk towards a he- 
licopter at a Manhattan heliport in New York on Tuesday, Aug. 
10, 2021. 

Associated Press 


intimidation." 

At the same time, Cuomo 
was under fire over the dis- 
covery that his administra- 
tion had concealed thou- 
sands of COVID-19 deaths 


gress from the Buffalo area, 
will become the state's 
57th governor and the first 
woman to hold the post. 
She said Cuomo's resigna- 
tion was "the right thing to 





do and in the best interest 
of New Yorkers." 

The #MeToo-era scandal 
cut short not just a career 
but a dynasty: Cuomo's 


among nursing home pa- 
tients. 

Lt. Gov. Kathy Hochul, a 
62-year-old Democrat and 
former member of Con- 
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father, Mario Cuomo, was 
governor in the 1980s and 
‘90s, and the younger Cuo- 
mo was offen mentioned 
as a potential presidential 
candidate. Even as the 
scandal mushroomed, he 
was planning to run for re- 
election in 2022. 
Republicans exulted in 
Cuomo's departure’ but 
still urged impeachment, 
which could prevent him 
from running for office 
again. ‘This resignation is 
simply an attempt to avoid 
real accountability,” state 
GOP. chair Nick Langwor- 
thy said. 

At the White House, Biden 
said: "l resoect the gover- 
nor's decision." At the same 
time, he said Cuomo had 
“done a helluva job" on 
infrastructure and voting 
rights, and "that's why it's so 
sad. 

"From the beginning, | sim- 
ply asked that the governor 
stop his abusive behavior," 
Lindsey Boylan, the first 
woman to accuse Cuomo 
oublicly of harassment, 
tweeted Tuesday. ‘If be- 
came abundanily clear he 
was unable to do that, in- 
stead attacking and blam- 
ing victims until the end." 
Cuomo still faces the pos- 
sibility of criminal charges, 
with a number of prosecu- 
tors around the state con- 
tinuing to investigate him. 
At least one of his accusers 
has filed a criminal com- 
plaint. 

The governor prefaced his 
resignation with a 45-min- 
Ute defense from his law- 
yer and his own insistence 
that his behavior — while 
sometimes insensitive, off- 
putting or "too familiar’ — 
had been used against him 
as a weapon in a political 
environment where "rash- 
ness has replaced reason- 
ableness.: 

"Lam a fighter, and my in- 
stinct is to fight through this 
controversy because | truly 
believe it is politically moti- 
vated. | believe it is unfair 
and it is untruthful," he said, 


but added that he didn't 
want “distractions’ to con- 
sume the state government 
as if grapples with the pan- 
demic and other problems. 
The string of accusations 
began in news reports last 
December and went on 
for months. Cuomo called 
some of the allegations 
fabricated and denied he 
touched anyone inappro- 
priately. But he acknowl- 
edged making some aides 
Uncomfortable with com- 
ments he said he intended 
as playful, and he apolo- 
gized for some of his be- 
havior. 

He portrayed some en- 
counters as  misunder- 
standings aftributable to 
“generational or cultural’ 
differences, invoking his Up- 
bringing in an affectionate 
Italian American family. 
The attorney general's in- 
vestigation backed up the 
women's accounts and 
added lurid new ones, turn- 
ing Up the pressure on Cuo- 
mo. Investigators also said 
that the governor's | staff 
retaliated against Boylan 
by leaking confidential per- 
sonnel files about her. 

As governor, Cuomo pro- 
claimed himself a “progres- 
sive Democrat" who gets 
things done: Since taking 


office in 2011, he helped 
push through — legislation 
that legalized gay mar- 


riage, began lifting the min- 
imum wage to $15 and ex- 
oanded paid family leave 
benefits. He also backed 
big infrastructure projects, 
including a new Hudson 
River bridge that he named 
after his father. 

At the same time he was 
engaging in the behavior 
that got him into trouble, 
he was publicly champion- 
ing the #MeToo movement 
and surrounding —himselt 
with women's rights ac- 
tivists. He signed into law 
sweeping new protections 
against sexual harassment 
and lengthened the stat- 
ute of limitations in rape 
cases.|_} 
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Big win for $1T infrastructure bill: Dems, GOP come together 


By LISA MASCARO 
AP Congressional 
spondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
a robust vote after weeks 
of fits and starts, the Sen- 
ate approved a $1 trillion 
infrastructure plan for states 
coast fo coast on Tuesday, 
as a rare coalition of Dem- 
ocrats and Republicans 
joined together to over- 
come skeptics and deliver 
a cornerstone of President 
Joe Biden's agenda. 
‘Today, we proved that 
democracy can still work," 
Biden declared at the 
White House, noting that 
the 69-30 vote included 
even Senate Republican 
leader Mitch McConnell. 
"We can still come together 
to do big things, important 
things, for the American 
people,” Biden said. 

The overwhelming tally pro- 
vided fresh momentum for 
the first phase of Biden's 
"Build Back Better’ priorities, 
now heading to the House. 
A sizable number of law- 
makers showed they were 
willing to set aside partisan 
pressures, at least for ad Mo- 
ment, eager to send billions 
to their states for rebuilding 
roads, broadband internet, 
water pipes and the public 
works systems that under- 
pin much of American life. 
The vote also set the stage 
for a much more conten- 
tious fight over Biden's big- 
ger $3.5 trillion package 
that is next up in the Sen- 
ate — a more liberal under- 
taking of child care, elder 
care and other programs 
that is much more partisan 
and expected to draw only 
Democratic support. That 
debate is expected to ex- 
tend into the fall. 

With the Republicans lock- 
step against the next big 
package, many of them 
reached for the current 
compromise with the White 
House because they, foo, 
wanted show they could 
deliver and the govern- 
ment could function. 
"Today's kind of a good 
news, bad news day," said 
Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
of Alaska, one of the ne- 
gotiators. ‘The good news 
is that today we really did 
something historic in the 
United States Senate; we 
moved out an _ infrastruc- 


Corre- 


ture package, something 
that we have talked about 
doing for years." The bad 
news, she said, is what's 
coming next. 

Infrastructure was once a 
mainstay of lawmaking, 
but the weeks-long slog 
to strike a compromise 
showed how hard it has be- 
come for Congress to tack- 
le routine legislating, even 
on shared priorities. 
Tuesday's Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act 
started with a group of 10 
senators who seized on 
Biden's campaign promise 
to draft a scaled-down ver- 
sion of his initial $2.3 trillion 
proposal, one that could 
more broadly appeal to 
both parties in the narrowly 
divided Congress, espe- 
cially the 50-50 Senate. 

It swelled to a 2,/00-page 
bill backed by the presi- 
dent and also business, 
labor and farm interests. 
Over time, it drew an ex- 
pansive alliance of sena- 
tors and a bipartisan group 
in the House. 

In all, 19 Republicans joined 
all Democrats in voting for 
Senate passage. Vice Presi- 
dent Kamala Harris, as pre- 


siding officer, announced 
the final tally. 
While liberal lawmakers 


said the package doesn't 
go far enough as a down- 
payment on Biden's priori- 
ties and conservatives said 
it is too costly and should 
be more fully paid for, the 
coalition of centrist sena- 
tors was able to hold. Even 
broadsides from former 
President Donald Trump 
could not bring the bill 
down. 

The measure’ proposes 
nearly $550 billion in new 
spending over five years in 
addition to current federal 
authorizations for public 
works that will reach vir- 
tually every corner of the 
country — a potentially his- 
toric expenditure Biden has 
out on par with the building 
of the transcontinental rail- 
road and Interstate high- 
way system. 

There's money to rebuild 
roads and bridges, and 
also to shore up coastlines 
against climate change, 
protect public utility sys- 
tems from  cyberattacks 
and modernize the elec- 





Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer of N.Y. walks off the 
Senate floor and pumps his fists as the Senate approves a $1 
trillion bipartisan cornerstone of the Biden agenda to the House, 
on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Aug. 10, 2021. 


tric grid. Public transit gets 
a boost, as do airports and 
freight rail. Most lead drink- 
ing water pipes in America 
could be replaced. 

Sen. Rob Portman of Ohio, 


Associated Press 


the lead Republican nego- 
tiator, said the work "“dem- 
onstrates to the American 
people that we can get 
our act together on a bi- 
partisan basis to get some- 


thing done." 

The top Democratic nego- 
tiator, Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, 
said rarely will a piece of 
legislation affect so many 
Americans. She gave a 
nod to the late fellow Arizo- 
na Sen. John McCain and 
said she was trying fo fol- 
low his example to "reach 
bipartisan agreements that 
try to bring the country to- 
gether.: 

Drafted during the CO- 
VID-19 crisis, the bill would 
provide $65 billion for 
broadband, da_= provision 
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, 
negotiated because she 
said the coronavirus pan- 
demic showed that such 
service ‘Is no longer a 
luxury; if Is a necessity." 
States will receive money 
to expand broadband and 
make it more affordable.) 
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Nearly 900 buildings aah shh oy i massive = California fire 


GREENVILLE, Calif. (AP) — 
California's largest single 
wildfire in recorded history 
kept pushing through for- 
estlands on Tuesday as fire 
crews tried to protect rural 
communities from. flames 
that have destroyed hun- 
dreds of homes. 

Clear skies over parts of the 
month-old Dixie Fire have 
allowed aircraft to rejoin 
nearly 6,000 firefighters in 
the attack this week. 
“Whether or not we can 
flY depends very much on 
where the smoke is. There's 
still some areas where It's 
just too smoky," fire sookes- 
man Edwin Zuniga said. 
Burning through bone-dry 
trees, brush and grass, the 
fire by Tuesday had de- 
stroyed nearly 900 homes 
and other buildings. Much 
of the small community of 
Greenville was incinerated 
during an explosive run of 
flames last week. 

But the reports are 'defi- 
nitely subject to change" 
because assessment teams 
still can't get into many ar- 
eas to count what burned, 
Zuniga said. 

The Dixie Fire, named for 
the road where it started, 
also. threatened 14,000 
buildings in more than a 
dozen small mountain and 
rural Communities in the 
northern Sierra Nevada. 





This Aug. 7, 2021 shots shows a classic Chevrolet El Camino that was lost along with the home of 
"Pete" Reyna Wednesday evening in Chicago Park. 


Crews have cut thousands 
of acres of new fire lines 
aimed at preventing the 
fire from spreading. Officials 
believe the fire lines creat- 
ed on the blaze's southern 
side will hold the fire at bay 
there, but the fire's future is 
Unknown, authorities said. 

"We don't know where this 
fire is going to end and 
where it's going to land. It 
continues to challenge us," 
said Chris Carlton, supervi- 


sor for Plumas National For- 
est. 

Temperatures are expect- 
ed to rise and the humid- 
ity is expected to fall over 
the next few days, with 
triple-digit high tempera- 
tures possible later in the 
week along with a return of 
strong afternoon winds, fire 
meteorologist Rich Thomp- 
son warned Monday eve- 
ning. 

The fire that broke out July 


Associated Press 


14 had grown to an area 
of 762 square miles (1,973 
square kilometers) and was 
just 25% contained, ac- 
cording to the California 
Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection. 

The Dixie Fire is about half 
the size of the August Com- 
plex, a series of lightning- 
caused 2020 fires across 
seven counties that were 
fought together and that 
state officials consider Calli- 


fornia's largest wildfire over- 
all. 

Gov. Gavin Newsom on 
Tuesday declared a state 
of emergency for northern 
Shasta, Trinity and Tehama 
counties. The declaration 
frees up state resources 
to help fight fires in those 
counties and give assis- 
tance to residents affected 
by he blazes. 

California's raging wildfires 
are among some 100 large 
blazes burning across 15 
states, mostly in the West, 
where historic drought 
conditions have left lands 
parched and ripe for igni- 
tion. 

The Dixie Fire is the largest 
single fire in California histo- 
ry and the largest currently 
burning in the U.S. Nearly a 
quarter of all firefighters as- 
signed to Western fires are 
fighting California blazes, 
said Rocky Oplinger, an in- 
cident commander. 

Heat waves and _ historic 
drought tied fo climate 
change have made wild- 
fires harder to fight in the 
American West. Scientists 
have said climate change 
has made the region much 
warmer and drier in the 
past 30 years and will con- 
tinue to make the weather 
more extreme and wildfires 
more frequent and de- 
structive. L] 





Missouri judge says Medicaid expansion must 
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In this April 27, 2021, file photo, Maxine Horgan, left, and Barbara 
Nyden attend a Medicaid expansion rally at the Missouri State 


Capitol in Jefferson City, Mo.. 


By SUMMER BALLENTINE 

COLUMBIA, Mo. (AP) — A 
Missourl judge on Tuesday 
ruled that Republican Gov. 


Associated Press 


Mike Parson no longer can 
deny Medicaid health care 
to thousands more newly 
eligible adults. 


Cole County Judge Jon 
Beetem in his order said 
Parson's administration 
must give Medicaid cover- 
age to newly eligible adults, 
despite the governor's resis- 
tance to doing so. Beetem 
also ordered that newly eli- 
gible adults won't face any 
additional restrictions to 
get health care coverage 
through the program. 

The ruling represents a ma- 
jor victory for supporters of 
expanding Medicaid un- 
der the terms of the 2010 
federal health care law 
signed by President Barack 
Obama. Missouri voters 
last year approved a state 
constitutional amendment 
expanding access to the 
government health care 
program to an estimated 
275,000 more low-income 
adults, but Parson had re- 


fused to implement it be- 
cause the GOP-led Legisla- 
ture didn't set aside money 
for it. 

"With today's court order, 
Medicaid eligibility is finally 
expanded in Missouri, as its 
voters mandated and. its 
people deserve,’ Demo- 
cratic House Minority Lead- 
er Crystal Quade said in a 
statement. “There can be 
no more excuses and no 
more delays in implemen- 
tation." 

Parson's sookeswoman Kelli 
Jones in an email said the 
administration will "follow 
the law and will continue to 
look at how to operational- 
ize the court's order." 

Three women who were 
newly eligible for Medicaid 
sued to force Parson's ad- 
ministration to give them 
health care access. They 


be allowed 


were vindicated last month 
when the Missouri Supreme 
Court found the voter-ap- 
proved Medicaid expan- 
sion program constitutional 
and told the lower court to 
rule in their favor. 

It remains Unclear how the 
state will pay for health 
care for the newly eligible 
recipients. The Legislature 
may have to hold a special 
session to set aside more 
money for Medicaid. Oth- 
erwise, the state risks run- 
ning out of funding for the 
program. 

"We will continue to work 
with the Department of So- 
cial Services and the Gen- 
eral Assembly to chart a 
path forward to enroll the 
expanded population and 
keep the MO HealthNet 
orogram solvent, Jones 
said.L)} 
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By VANESSA GERA 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 
Poles demonstrated nation- 
wide Tuesday against a bill 
widely viewed as a effort 
by the country’s national- 
ist ruling party to silence an 
independent, U.S.-owned 
television broadcaster that 
is critical of the govern- 
ment. 

Technically, the bill would 
orevent non-European 
owners from having con- 
trolling stakes in Polish me- 
dia companies. In practice, 
it would push American 
company Discovery Inc. to 
sell its controlling stake in 
TVN, a network with many 
channels that operates 
the all-news station TVN24 
and has a flagship evening 
news program watched 
daily by millions. 

At stake in the bill’s pas- 
sage Is Poland’s reputation 
for media freedom and as 
a place for foreign com- 
panies to do business. The 
proposal is already strain- 
ing relations with the United 
States, a key ally. 

Poland's ruling party, Law 
and Justice, has long 
sought to nationalize the 
media, claiming it is for 
national security reasons. 
It says the law would bring 
Poland into line with other 
European countries, includ- 
ing France and Germany, 
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Poles protest bill that would silence U.S.-owned TV network 





Protesters display posters in support of the independent broadcaster TVN during a demonstration 
in Warsaw, Poland, Tuesday, Aug. 10, 2021. 


which limit foreign owner- 
ship in the media. It cites 
the risk of media being 
controlled by hostile pow- 
ers like Russia and China. 
Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki said  Tues- 
day the law isn't directed 
against anyone but seeks 
to protect Polish society, 
alleging that foreign enti- 
ties are trying to influence 
Poland's debate on CO- 
VID-19 vaccinations. 

“It is Through the media that 


other countries influence 
our social life,” he said at a 
news conference. 

Large crowds’ chanted 
“Free media!” in dozens of 
cities and towns in support 
of TVN. In front of parlia- 
ment in the capital of War- 
saw, Donald Tusk, a former 
top European Union official 
who is now the leader of 
the opposition party Civic 
Platform, described free 
media as a pillar of democ- 
racy worth fighting for and 


Associated Press 


accused the government 
of trying to “return to com- 
munist patterns.” 

On Wednesday parliament 
is set fo debate and vote 
on the bill. 

The bill was introduced 
last month and appears 
to have a high chance of 
passing. Jaroslaw Gowin, 
who heads a small party in 
Poland’s right-wing coall- 
tion government, opposed 
the bill and was dismissed 
from the government just 


as the protests started Tues- 
Gay. 

Reporters Without Borders 
urged Polish lawmakers to 
reject the legislation, ac- 
cusing the ruling party of 
targeting the independent 
broadcaster “to enable 
government allies to ac- 
quire TVN.” 

Poland fell this year to 
64th of 180 countries in the 
group's World Press Free- 
dom Index, ifs lowest-ever 
ranking. It was in 18th place 
in 2015, the year Law and 
Justice took power. 

TVN24 is the leading source 
of independent broadcast 
news for many Poles. Dis- 
covery had already felt en- 
dangered as the National 
Broadcasting Council, a 
Polish state body, has so far 
failed to renew the broad- 
cast license for TVN24, 
which expires in Seotem- 
ber. 

The bill's fate is being 
watched as a key test of 
media freedom and de- 
mocracy. 

Critics fear it would be a 
large step bringing Poland 
closer to the situation in 
Hungary, where authoritar- 
ian Prime Minister Viktor Or- 
ban has gained near-total 
control over the media as 
private outlets have either 
folded or come under the 
control of his allies.) 





Six EU nations want migrants forced back to sonanisfan 


By LORNE COOK 

BRUSSELS (AP) — Six Europe- 
an Union member countries 
insist that the forced de- 
portation of migrants back 
to Afghanistan, where Tal- 
iban insurgents have made 
sweeping gains in recent 
weeks, must continue de- 
spite the government in Ka- 
bul suspending such “non- 
voluntary returns” for three 
months. 

In a letter dated Aug. 5, the 
interior ministers of Austria, 
Belgium, Denmark, Germa- 
ny, Greece and the Neth- 
erlands urged the EU's ex- 
ecutive branch fo “intensify 
talks” with the Afghan gov- 
ernment to ensure that the 
deportations of refugees 
would continue. 

“We would like to highlight 
the urgent need to perform 
returns, both voluntary and 


non-voluntary, to Afghani- 
stan,” the ministers wrote to 
the European Commission. 
“Stopping returns sends the 
wrong signal and is likely 
to motivate even more Af- 
ghan citizens to leave their 
home for the EU.” 

The commission confirmed 
Tuesday that it had re- 
ceived the letter and would 
reply when ready. Asked 
whether Afghanistan is a 
safe place to forcibly send 
oeople, sookesman Adal- 
bert Jahnz said: “It is up to 
each (EU) member state to 
make an individual assess- 
ment of whether a return is 
possible.” 

Emboldened by the Biden 
administration's decision 
to pull American troops out 
of Afghanistan and end 
NATO’s troop training mis- 
sion in Afghanistan, Taliban 


insurgents have captured 
five out of the country’s 34 
provincial capitals in less 
than a week. 


Afghan security forces, 
which have been backed, 
trained and financed 


with billions of dollars in a 
20-year-long Western miili- 
tary effort that included 
many EU countries, aopear 
Unable to cope with the of- 
fensive. 

But despite the success of 
the insurgent blitz and few 
signs that the long-stalled 
peace talks between the 
Taliban and the Kabul gov- 
ernment will resume soon, 
Europe is not facing any 
imminent threat of a major 
influx of Afghan migrants, a 
senior EU official said. 
“We're nowhere near ad mi- 
gratory crisis,” the official 
said, under customary con- 
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Internally displaced Afghan women from northern provinces, 
who fled their home due to fighting between the Taliban and 
Afghan security personnel, receive medical care in a public 
park in Kabul, Afghanistan, Tuesday, Aug. 10, 2021. 


dition of anonymity. But he 
acknowledged “a humani- 
tarian drama” was unfold- 
ing as the fighting forces 


Associated Press 


people from their homes 
and that up to half a million 
Afghan people could flee 
to neighboring countries.) 
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Israel investigating May barrage that killed 6 in Gaza 
ps: 


By ILAN BEN ZION and 
RASHED RASHID 

JERUSALEM (AP) — After 
initially finding no grounds 
for disciplinary action, the 
Israeli military later opened 
an investigation into an ar- 
tilery bombardment that 
killed six Palestinian civil- 
lans, including an infant, in 
the Gaza Strip in May. 

To date, no soldiers or se- 
nior officers have been 
punished for the errant fire, 
which witnesses say came 
without warning. Human 
rights groups have long ac- 
cused the Israeli military of 
having a poor record of in- 
vestigating the conduct of 
its troops, and the Haaretz 
daily last week accused 
the army of covering up 
the incident. 

The shelling during the lat- 
est war between Israel and 
Hamas militants in Gaza 
took place in the night of 
May 13. It came ahead of 
an Israeli bombardment 
targeting Hamas's under- 
ground tunnel network. 
Ahead of the tunnel strikes, 
Israeli artillery bombarded 
the northern Gaza_ Strio 
and struck near a cluster of 
dilapidated homes belong- 
ing to a Bedouin commvu- 
nity outside the town of Beit 
Lahia. 

Nasser Abu Fares, 50, a lo- 
cal resident, said relatives 
were visiting to mark the Eid 
al-Fitr holiday, and he was 





Nasser Abu Fares, who lost three daughters and a grandson when an Israeli artillery bombardment 
hit his family house during the 11-day war between Israel and Gaza’s Hamas rulers in May, shows 
the shoes of one of his daughters amid the rubble of his house, at the Bedouin village of Umm AI- 
Nasr, outside the town of Beit Lahia, northern Gaza Strip, Wednesday, Aug. 4, 2021. 


standing in the street near 
his home when the shelling 
began. 

“The first shell fell on my 
house in this area, and the 
dust rose, and we ran uniil 
we were 100 meters away,” 
he said. 

While the Israeli military 
often issues warnings or 
evacuation orders to resi- 
dents ahead of large-scale 
operations, Abu Fares said: 
“No one warned us.” 

The barrage killed six peo- 
ple, including three of his 
daughters and his 9-month- 
old grandson. 

In a statement, the army 


said an “operational in- 
quiry” was immediately 
conducted. It declined to 
provide details, but ac- 
knowledged the probe 
found no signs of criminal 
negligence. 

However, If said “relevant 
takeaways from the re- 
view were used to inform 
several changes” and that 
the matter was now in the 
hands of a high-level inves- 
tigative body known as the 
“General Staff Fact-Finding 
Assessment Mechanism.” 
“When an initial allegation 
or suspicion of misconduct 
does not by itself reach the 


Associated Press 


level of criminal suspicion, 
the Military Advocate Gen- 
eral’s Corps (MAG) requires 
additional factual — infor- 
mation in order to make a 
decision whether to open 
a criminal investigation,” it 
said. 

Comprised of senior military 
officials and legal experts 
and headed by a major 
general, the fact-finding 
mechanism was formed 
during Israel's 2014 war 
against Hamas militants. 

It holds broad investigative 
powers and Is meant fo as- 
sist the military advocate 
general when deciding 


whether to open criminal 
investigations. It also issues 
recommendations “that 
will helo mitigate the risk of 
irregular incidents occur- 
ring in the future,” the army 
said. 

The army has said the es- 
tablisnment of this mech- 
anism reflects its serious 
commitment to respecting 
international legal norms. 
But critics say the army has 
Q poor record of investigat- 
ing Itself. 

“We give little faith to the 
investigations that the army 
is Conducting and | don’t 
think it will be different this 
time,” said Yael Stein, chief 
researcher of the Israeli 
rights group B'Tselem. 

Her group stopped a long- 
standing practice of assist- 
ing military investigations in 
2016 after concluding the 
probes were not serious 
and amounted to cover- 


UPS. 
She said the main problem 
is that the investigations 


typically focus on deci- 
sions by low-ranking soldiers 
while ignoring the broader 
roles of foo Commanders or 
political and legal officials 
behind these practices. 
“The policy itself is never in- 
vestigated,” she said. 

The Haaretz daily last week 
accused the army of hiding 
the actions it had taken in 
the aftermath of the shell- 


ing. L} 





Thai police fire rubber bullets, fear gas at virus protest 





Riot police fire rubber bullets at anti-government protesters 
during a protest in Bangkok, Thailand, Tuesday, Aug. 10, 2021. 
Associated Press 


BANGKOK (AP) — Thai po- 
lice clashed for the second 
time in four days on Tues- 
day with protesters angry 


over the government’s 
handling of a coronavirus 
surge and a lack of prog- 
ress in political reform. 


Lines of police, backed by 
trucks spraying jets from 
water cannons, fired tear 
gas and rubber bullets at 
scores of demonstrators in 
Bangkok. Protesters threw 
rocks and fireworks and set 
fire to a traffic police booth, 
sending flames and smoke 
billowing into the sky. 

The clashes continued into 
the evening in the same 
area — Din Daeng -—- where 
similar scenes played out 
last Saturday. 

Tuesday's protest began as 
a “car mob,” with demon- 
strators driving to different 
points in the capital to get 
around restrictions on pub- 
lic gatherings and minimize 
the potential for the soread 
of the coronavirus. Some 


later broke away, leading 
to the confrontation with 
police. 

The protesters blame the 
government for its per- 
ceived bungling of the 
coronavirus pandemic. in 
which Thailand has. strug- 
gled to suppress a dra- 
matic spike in cases, partly 
because of the low rate of 
vaccinations among the 
population. 

But the protests are also part 
of a wider push for sweep- 
ing political change that 
includes the resignation 
of Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-ocha, a new consti- 
tution and — most conten- 
tious of all — fundamental 
reform of the powerful but 
opaque monarchy. 


The protest came on the 
anniversary of a rally at a 
University campus last year 
at which young campaign- 
ers revealed a_ 10-point 
royal reform agenda. The 
unprecedented challenge 
to the monarchy raised 
the political temperature in 
Thailand and led to months 
of rallies and clashes with 
police and pro-monar- 
Chists. 

The rallies fell away due 
to legal action by the avu- 
thorities, in-fighting among 
protest groups and the 
coronavirus resurgence, 
but began again recently 
as organizers capitalized 
on growing public discon- 
tent over the state of the 
country.) 
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DEBORA ALVARES~ and 
MAURICIO SAVARESE 
BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — Bra- 
Zil’s military staged an un- 
Usual convoy of troops and 
armored vehicles through 
the capital on Tuesday — 
an event announced only 
a day before and that co- 
incided with a scheduled 
vote in Congress on one of 
President Jair Bolsonaro’s 
key proposals. 

Scores of vehicles and hun- 
dreds of soldiers paraded 
past the presidential pal- 
ace as Bolsonaro looked 
on, then continued past 
the congressional building 
and Defense Ministry. 

The navy issued a. state- 
ment saying the convoy 
had been planned long 
before the congressional 
vote. But if was announced 
only on Monday and crit- 
ics said it looked like an 
attempt to intimidate op- 
ponents of a president who 
has often praised the coun- 
try’s past military dictator- 
ship. 

Military parades in the cap- 
ital are usually limited to in- 
dependence day evens. 
Tuesday’s procession was 
described as a ceremo- 
nial invitation for Bolsonaro 
to attend annual navy ex- 
ercises that are held in a 
town outside the capital. 
The army and air force also 
are participating for the first 
time.Congress’ lower house 
earlier had scheduled a 
Tuesday vote on constitu- 
tional reform that Bolsonaro 
has crusaded for: requiring 
printed receipts from some 
electronic ballot boxes that 
the president alleges are 
orone to fraud. 

The parade upset some 
lawmakers. Omar Aziz, 
the president of a Senate 
probe into the govern- 
ment’s COVID-19 pandem- 
ic response, said the pa- 
rade was “a clear attempt 
to intimidate lawmakers 
and opponents. He (Bolso- 





A tank drives past Congress as part of a convoy after it passed by Planalto presidential palace in 
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Workation? 


Get your Prepaid Wireless Broadband 
and stay connected everywhere in Aruba!!! 


Brasilia, Brazil, Tuesday, Aug. 10, 2021. 


naro) imagines he is show- 
ing strength, but he is show- 
ing a president weakened 
by investigations.” 

Critics allege that Bolson- 
aro, who trails rivals in early 
opinion polls, is trying to 
sow doubt among his pas- 
sionate supporters about 
the 2022 election results, 
setting the stage for poten- 
tial conflicts similar to those 
soawned by former USS. 
President Donald Trump's 
allegations of fraud in the 
United States. 

Bolsonaro’s son Eduardo, a 
lawmaker, on Monday re- 
inforced the family’s close 
association with Trump by 
posting on social media 
what appeared to be a 
recent photo of himself 
standing alongside the for- 
mer U.S. leader and saying 
he (Eduardo) is “on the side 
of men with unblemished 
reputations and the moral 
authority to walk down the 
street, head held high.” 
Tuesday’s military proces- 
sion shows Bolsonaro is eél- 
ther a poor judge of the 
political climate or is know- 


ingly straining against dem- 
ocratic norms, said Kai Ken- 
kel, a specialist on Brazil's 
military at Rio de Janeiro’s 
Pontifical Catholic Univer- 
sity. 

“We still need to know for 
sure whether there is a con- 
nection between Bolson- 
aro's agenda and the mo- 
tivations of the navy to do 
this, because the navy has 
been much more careful 
not to make political state- 
ments,” Kenkel told The As- 
sociated Press. 

Electoral authorities have 
repeatedly denied = any 
problems with the voting 
system and Bolsonaro has 
failed to present proof de- 
spite a Supreme Court or- 
der to substantiate his alle- 
gations. 

The president has repeat- 
edly insulted Luis Roberto 
Barroso, @ Supreme Court 
justice and the electoral 
court's president, accusing 
him of working to benefit 
former leftist President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, who 
has been leading in the 
polls. 
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Tuesday’s measure is a 
watered-down version of 
an initial proposal to adopt 
orintouts at all of the na- 
tion's voting ballot boxes 
— a bill rejected last week 
by a congressional com- 
mittee. 

Electoral authorities and 
even many of Bolsonaro’'s 
political allies oppose the 
plan, saying it attacks a 
nonexistent problem and 
would create opportunity 
for vote buying. 

The call for a vote ap- 
peared fo be a bid by 
lower house Speaker Arthur 
Lira, a Bolsonaro ally, fo 
settle the disoute for good 
and ease tensions. 

On Monday, Lira called 


the military exercise tak- 
ing place the same day 
“tragic 


as the vote a 
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Taste limitless possibilities ot Infini, where Chef Urvin Croes and his 
team explores without boundaries and steps with both feet 
outside of the box fo create his most sensational dishes yet. This 
meticulously designed restaurant locoted inside Blue Residences 
en scenic Eagle Beoch is a chef's table concept with limited 
seating where diners ore able to interact with the staff and other 
quests alike throughout the evening. 


™ jJoinusforan & 
unforgetiable expericnee. 






of +297 280 B65 69 
@ wew.infiniaruba.com 
@ |.E. lrausquin Bivd 266 
# InfiniAruba 
@) infinioruba 





Reser ‘e your seats. 
nnér Awaits! 
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AN IHG’ HOTEL 
ARUBA 


For more information: 
+2797 586 3400 
hiaruba@ihg.com 
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Sundays 
- Brunch 


"Kids 12 and under half price. Taxes not included | 


All-you-can-eat 
brunch buffet with all 
your favorites! 


SUNDAY 
11:00 am to 2:00 pm 








35 USD } 


1 PER PERSON 


The Kitchen Table enters sixth year of gastronomic success on NEW location: 
A very fine culinary journey of Caribbean and Peruvian fusion cuisine 
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EAGLE BEACH — The Kitchen Table is an el- 
egant, classy, intimate, high-quality restau- 
rant with an exceptional dining set-up. Din- 
ing here is an experience, a kind of sitting- at 
your- best- friend’s or family’s kitchen table 
where you feel and taste that the food con- 
tains love. Are you looking for something 
different, an ecstatic foody trip, than this is 
where you need to go. 





The 7-8 course gastronomic journey will start 
with sparkling wine at the patio of The Kitchen 
Table’s new location at Paradise Beach Villas as 
of 6.45PM. Around 7.00PM guests will be guided 
for a memorable dinner on the second floor of 
the other popular restaurant Asi Es Mi Peru. The 
dining concept reflects extraordinary, elegant 
and exaquisite dishes from the Caribbean, Peru- 
vian fusion and international cuisine created by 
the owners, Chef David Lizano and his team. To 
pair the perfect wines three sommeliers were in- 
vited to make the selection. 

The interior of the restaurant is if you were in an 
elegant establishment in Lima, the capital city 
of Peru. You feel elevated in the top of the build- 
ing where dinner takes place in an intimate set- 
ting. The typical, colorful Peruvian fabrics dress 
the ceiling while the large windows dignify the 
room. There are only 16 seats available creating 
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an intimacy underlined by the owner's personal 
attention. “This is an amazing experience,” says 
Robert J. Giordanella from New York. “The food 
is truly divine,” shares a local guest. An evening 
at The Kitchen Table will be noted as unforget- 
table in your book of vacation memories, as it 
stands out from the regular island dinners. 


= 


It is all about consistency 

The Peruvian-born Roxanna Salinas and her 
husband Jan van Nes are the secret formula 
behind The Kitchen Table’s success. The couple 
takes a personal approach to what they do, 
this is not about running a business as usual. 
This is more about making you feel welcomed 
home, as well as being pampered. They bring 
top hospitality, experience and authenticity to 
the table. Within this gourmet dinner concept 
the two blended the Peruvian culinary art of 
Roxanna’s top kitchen team and Jan’s exper- 
tise from The Kitchen Table. The result is one big 
trio of delight, indulge and tickling of your taste 
buds. The Kitchen Table welcomes you with 
open arms every Tuesday to Saturday. 


Peruvian touch 

In the last ten years, Peru has been recognized 
as one of the world’s best culinary destinations, 
and for seven consecutive years, the South 
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Authentic Peruvian Food & More 





American country has won the award for the 
Best Culinary destination at the Worlds Travel 
Awards. Biodiversity combined multicultural- 
ism are the reasons why Peru is so rich in gas- 
tronomy. You can travel through the last 500 
years, touch a mix of cultures whenever you 
taste authentic Peruvian cuisine. The Kitchen 
Table brings this epicurean delicacies to Aruba 
paired perfectly with the best wines and they 
will make you understand why Peru is at the 
height of today’s gastronomy. 


The Kitchen Table is open from Tuesday to 
Saturday. Have a peak on their website www. 
thekitchentableinaruba.com or call them at 
2297-28077 17a) 
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— WIN A SHARE OF UP TO — 


$1,000 fn 
Every Wednesday | 10am to Midnight 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play, 
Win $20 to $100 in Free Slot Play. 
Play up to five times each Wednesday. 
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BINGO WILL RETURN SOON! 









THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering oa wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
Hungry Piranha | Twist of Flavors | Juan Valdez Café 






The Brownstone Ribs & Seafood | Subway 





What are you doing to reduce your use of products harmful to the 
environment? 
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ORANJESTAD - It is already one year ago of the 
introduction of the single-use plastic ban in Aru- 
ba. This law (Landsverordening verbod voor het 
milieu schadelijke producten - AB 2019n0.67) 
went into effect after the parliament's approval 
in November 2019. This law addresses single- 
use plastics as well as oxybenzone-containing 
products like sunblocks and sunscreens. 


Why is this an important law? 
Plastic is found everywhere in the environment. 


It led to the global urge to reduce the use of 
plastics and ban single-use plastic products. 


Aruba to me 


You are back and we 






Complete the sentence: 


Plastic is @ man-made material that does not 
disintegrate completely. It breaks into smaller 
pieces and remains in the environment, water, 
and also our food supply. Plastic does not only 
harm our nature and ecosystem. Fish eat these 
plastic fragments and humans eat the fish that 
includes the microplastics consumed by the 
fish. Implementation of the ban on the import 
of single-use plastics reduces the number of ar- 
ticles used one time and disposed of with the 
mentioned consequences for our nature and 
environment. The community and businesses 
are now using biodegradable products as a re- 
placement for the traditional single-use plastics 
oroducts. 


What else can we do? 

IN addition to what is already being done, we 
should seek other options to helo protect the 
environment. It may include declining products 
that are disposed of immediately and that can 


not be reused. 
These include: 


° Say no fo plastic straws and instead get 
metal straws; 

° Bring your mug when purchasing cof- 
fee, and decline cardboard cups; 

° If ordering take-outs decline plastic cut- 
lery like plastic sooons, forks, and knives; 

° Stop purchasing bottled water, instead 


invest in a reusable water bottle and fill this with 
tab water: 

° Buy meal containers instead of using 
plastic or foam boxes, paper bags, or aluminum 
paper; 

° Limit the purchase of sodas or drinks in 
plastic bottles or cans. Besides being good to 
the environment, this is healthy as well. 


These are just some easy-to-follow tips that 
can have a positive impact on our nature and 
environment.LJ 


New prices for 


vacation memory. Isn't 


petroleum products 


would like to portrait you! 
By inviting you to send 
us your favorite vacation 
picture while enjoying our 
Happy Island. 


Aruba to me Is 

your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 


that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any 
other materials, you give 
permission to The Aruba 
Today Newspaper, Carib- 
bean Speed Printers and 
any of its affiliated com- 
panies to use said materi- 
als, as well as names, like- 
ness, etc. for promotional 
purposes without com- 
pensation. 


Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! 
Thank you’ for support- 
ing our free newspaper, 
we strive to make you a 
happy reader every day 
again.) 





August 11, 2021 


ORANJESTAD - The Minister of Finance, Economic Af- 
fairs and Culture announces the adjusted prices for 
petroleum products starting August 11, 2021: 
Gasoline unleaded-poremium : 235,7 cent p/ttr. 
(+ 5,0 cent) 
Gasoil LS 

(+ 0,6 cent) 
Kerosene 
(+ 2,0 cent) 
BBO (turnover tax)/BAZV (Health tax)/BAVP is included 
in the prices. 


| 235.7 


#5,0 ci/ltr 


187 3 Ceri m/l, 


: 167,1 cent p/lir. 


Chel WLS 










Saturday 14 
Saturday Box Special at Bits & Cheeses by 
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Thursday 12 

Play more. Earn More. Enjoy 
More. 

e Feeling lucky today? Try 
your luck at any of the 
17 table games and a 
soectacular selection of 
over 300 spinning reels, 
video reels, and more at 
Aruba’s most luxurious 
casino. Extraordinary 
moments await at The Casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba. 

e From 10 AM-2 AM 

e The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 

e Facebook: The casino at The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba 


Friday 13 

Chef Ruben Dario Hernandez- Your Personal Chef 

e Sit down, relax and let Chef Ruben do the cooking. Chef Ruben 
has a passion for food and you will feel all the love in every dish he 

orepares. Breakfast, lunch 

or dinner, your wish is his 


wedding, anniversary, 
birthday, family or corporate 
gathering or just a home 
dinner chef Ruben is at your 
service. 

e Available Upon request 

e Forreservations call +297 
566-4882 

e Facebook: Chefrubendh 


Deli297 

Enjoy a tasteful experience in a cozy and 
peaceful atmosphere. Bits & Cheeses 

offers a great variety of the best specialty 
Cheeses, Charcuterie, Butter & Wines. On 
Saturday's ask for the ‘Box for 2’ with 3 types 
of cheese & charcuterie with additives such 
as fruits, nuts and crackers. Can't pick up? 
They can deliver for a small fee. 

Available Saturday 5 PM-10 PM 

Pre order via whatsapp at (+297)5665264 
Located at Wilhelminastraat 63, downtown 
Oranjestad, (across El Gaucho restaurant) 
Facebook: Bits&Cheeses by Deli297 


Sunday 15 

_ Blissful brunch at Holiday Inn 

* e Sundays are for brunch and mimosas. 

~ Jump-start your day and let’s do brunch. 

Relax, dive in and look around to make 

your selection at the extensive salad 

station, soup station, Asian station, carving 
station, Aruban station, fruit station and bread station. All your 
breakfast and lunch favorites are here. 

e From 11 AM to 2PM 

e Corals Restaurant at Holiday Inn Beach Resort Aruba 

e For reservations call +297 586 3600 

e Facebook: Holiday Inn Beach Resort Aruba 








command. For any occasion, 
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A selection of where to go while in Aruba 


Monday 16 

California Lighthouse Experience 

e Climb to the top of the California 
Lighthouse to see the best views 
of the island! 

e From 9 AM Till 5 PM 

e Hudishibana 2, Westount 

e Facebook Aruba Walking Tours 








Tuesday 17 

Hands of Gold Massage & Beauty on wheels 

e After a very busy week all you need now is to pamper yourself 
with a relaxing massage or a skin care & body treatment at the 
comfort of your own room. Mary of Hands of Gold Massage is 
ready to give you that much needed treatment you deserve. 
Discover the secret of relaxation. 

e Available daily from 9 AM- 7 PM 

e For reservations call/Whatsapp Mary at +297-733-5034 

e Instagram page: handsofgoldmassage&beauty 





Wednesday 18 

It’s Winesday at Rooftop Sunset Bistro at Radisson Blu 

e Enjoy panoramic ocean views while enjoying the fresh breeze 
and a glass of wine. Gather up the squad and find out why 
Sunset Bistro is the next hotspot for a bite, a drink or more. 

e Starts at 12 PM, every Wednesday 

e Radisson Blu is located aft J.E. Irausquin Blvd 97, Palm Beach 

e Facebook: Radisson Blu Aruba 
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Millennial Money: Ready for results? Find a mentor 


By KELSEY SHEEHY of Nerd- 
Wallet 

As your financial and pro- 
fessional lives become 
more complex, going it 
alone will only get you so 
far. 

We all need advice, en- 
couragement and fo 
sounding board from time 
to time. Leaning on family 
and friends can help, but 
it can be difficult for loved 
ones to give you objective 
advice. 

That's why you need a 
mentor. Or mentors. 

You can have a career 
mentor. A money men- 
tor. A life mentor. A spiri- 
tual mentor. A relationship 
mentor. A business mentor. 
Basically, any area of your 
life in which you need guid- 
ance or accountability, 
there’s a mentor for that. 
These relationships don’t 
appear out of thin air. You 
need to seek out a mentor 
and put in the work to see 
results. 

FINDING A MENTOR 
Approaching someone 
and asking “Will you be 
my mentore” feels a little 
awkward. But mentorship 
doesn't need to be that 
formal. 

“| think the most valuable 
mentorshios are the ones 
that arrive more organi- 
cally,” says Alison Green, 
creator of Ask a Manager, 
a work advice website. 
Find someone you connect 
with, whether at work, in 
your social circle or in your 





In this Sept. 19, 2020 file photo, a couple stands on a jetty as the sun rises over the Atlantic Ocean 
in Bal Harbour, As your financial and professional lives become more complex, going it alone will 
only get you so far. 


spiritual Community, and 
start having deeper con- 
versations. Ask for their per- 
spective and use them as a 
sounding board. 

That person may be two 
decades your senior, or 
they may be close to your 
age. In some cases, gd men- 
tor closer in age can better 
relate to your experiences 
at the workplace, in rela- 
tionships and in life, Green 
says. It’s still fresh for them. 
There are situations where 
a structured, formal men- 
torship is the way to go. 
If you're trying to start a 
business, for example, you 
need someone who sees 


your vision and has the ex- 
pertise to help you execute 
it. 

That person may not al- 
ready exist in your orbit. But 
you can find them through 
organizations like Score, a 
national volunteer organi- 
zation that offers free busi- 
ness mentorship. 

Whether you want to excel 
as a manager, save for re- 
tirement or become more 
involved with your house 
of worship, defining your 
goal can help narrow your 
mentor search, says Bridget 
Weston, CEO of Score. 

“Try to understand your 
goals and what you want 


Robinhood to buy shareholder- 
communications company Say 


NEW YORK (AP) — Rob- 
innhood, the trading app 
that’s brought millions of 
new investors to the stock 
market, is buying a com- 
pany that helos people 
communicate with the 
businesses whose shares 
they buy. 

Robinhood Markets said 
Tuesday that it agreed 
to buy Say Technologies 
for about $140 million in 
cash. Say helps publicly 
traded companies hear 
what questions their inves- 
tors want answered, and 
it helos investors vote at 


companies’ annual meet- 
ings on everything from 
whether the CEO Is over- 
paid to who should sit on 
the board of directors. 
“We share a common 
goal of eliminating the 
barriers that keep people 
from participating in our 
financial system,” Robin- 
hood Chief Product Officer 
Aparna Chennapragrada 
said in a blog post. 

Say’s Q&A platform allows 
investors to ask questions of 
companies, with investors 
voting on which questions 
they most want answered. 


After the earnings release 
for AMC Theatres on Mon- 
day, for example, execu- 
tives took questions first 
from their investors through 
the Say platform. Only af- 
ter them did the execvu- 
tives take questions from 
Wall Street analysts. The 
first Question was about 
whether AMC would pay 
a dividend again, one that 
got 63,500 votes from in- 
vestors. CEO Adam Aron 
told them it cannot pay a 
dividend until about a year 
from now, at the earliest. 

Shares of Robinhood 


Associated Press 


out of a mentor relation- 
ship,” Weston says. “Then 
you can approach them 
and say, ‘This is what I’m 
looking for. Does this work 
for you?’” 

MAKING IT WORK 

A mentorship is a relation- 
shio, and even the easiest 
relationships require time, 
energy and focus. You also 
need to be open and vul- 
nerable. 

DON’T HOLD BACK: Con- 
fessing your fears and 


doubts won't happen on 
day one, meeting one. But 
as the mentorship grows, 
try fO Open Up. 

“You have to gel 


with 


your mentor in order to 
make the most of that re- 
lationship,” Weston says. 
“If you're holding back or 
not being 100% authentic, 
you're not going to get the 
most out of If.” 

If you don’t feel comfort- 
able doing so after a few 
sessions, Consider finding a 
different mentor, says Jen- 
nifer Jones, founder of Cos- 
mopolitan Plated, a culi- 
nary company in Arlington, 
Virginia , that offers group 
cooking classes and team- 
building events. 

“It’s like dating someone. 
You need three dates fo 
figure out who they are,” 
says Jones, who has a life 
coach and a_ business 
mentor. “If after that third 
meeting you realize it isn’t 
working, kindly tell them. 
They will understand.” 

DO THE WORK: This isn’t a 
college class where you 
can skim the assignment 
five minutes beforehand 
and wing it during the class 
discussion. To get the most 
out of your mentorship, 
take notes during meet- 
ings, prepare questions in 
advance and, most impor- 
tantly, work on the things 
yOu say you will. 

“Here’s the catch: If you’re 
not working on them, they 
don’t mean anything to 
you,’ Jones says. “If they 
don’t mean anything fo 
you, either you're in the 
wrong mentor/mentee re- 
lationshio or you are not 
ready.) 





An electronic screen at Nasdaq displays Robinhood in New 
York’s Times Square following the company’s IPO, Thursday, 


July 29, 2021. 


flipped from a small loss to 
a gain of 1.5% in the first 
few minutes of trading on 
Tuesday. They've swung 


Associated Press 


sharply since they began 
trading in late July at $38, 
bouncing between $33.25 
and $85...) 
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CROSSWORD 


By THOMAS JOSEPH 
ACROSS 37 Concluding 
1 Enjoy the 38 Surveys 
tlasie of «=. 39) Gives off 
6 Luggage 40 Zodiac 
10 Kagan Sign 
of the 41 Pants part 
Supreme 42 All set 
Court 
11Size site DOWN Yesterday's answer 
12 Snowy 1 Appeared 9 Informal 25Made 
wader 2 Libya talk possible 
13 Contest neighbor 11 Fail 27 Veto vate 
setting 4 Crean completely 28 Like a lawn 
14 Pills. IN 4 Some bills 15 Question 29 Flutes 
slang 5 Mob of identity cousins 
15 Music's pariah  17Navy 30 Cartoon 
Marsalis 6B Rural bigwigs genre 
I stretch Of structure 20 Rep.’s org. 31 Fad 
years 7 Assists 21 Mountain 35 Power unit 
eye legally pass 36 Tedious 
insight = Gitalian —-24 Kenya sort 
18 Decline seaport neighbor 38 Galt goal 
18 Doorbell 
sound 
2? Lab 
particle 
23 Move 
slowly 
26 Table 
qame 
29 Clan, 
slangily 
32 Cloth 
scrap 
33 Disfigure 
34 Sart of 
36 Rum- 
soaked 
cake 


AAYDLBAAAR 
malLONGrELLOW 


Chie letter stands for another lo this sample, As used 
for the three bos. & Bor the lwo Os. ete. Sinele letters. 
apostraphes, the Jeneth und formation of fic words 
are all hints. Each day ie code Ieiters are different. 


8-11 CRYPTOQLOTE 

YO ~L#EKErF TRE WOORY EKRIENOF 
SO BS Q@ O° K (F FEL EF @ ¥ 
SQOPUOSPEBIBK FB YODERETO <f“R. 


— JEPMEITEW KWErEP 

Yesterday's Crypétoquote: THERE ARR TW 
LASTING BEQUESTS WE CAN GIVE GUR 
CHILDREN: ONT: Ts ROOTS, THR OTHER Ts WIstis_ 
— HODDING CARTER 
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In this file photo dated Monday, July 19, 2021, a woman looks at cars and homes damaged after 


torrential rain caused flooding in Liege, Belgium. 
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‘Code red’: UN scientists warn of 


worsening global warming 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 

Earth is getting so hot that 
temperatures in about a 
decade will probably blow 
past a level of warming 
that world leaders have 
sought to prevent, accord- 
ing to a report released 
Monday that the United 
Nations called a “code red 
for humanity.” 

“It’s just Quaranteed that 
it's going to get worse,” 
said report co-author Linda 
Mearns, a senior climate 
scientist at the U.S. National 
Center for Atmospheric Re- 
search. “Nowhere fo run, 
nowhere to hide.” 

But scientists also eased 
back a bit on the likeli- 
hood of the absolute worst 
climate catastrophes. The 
authoritative Intergovern- 
mental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) report, 
which calls climate change 
clearly human-caused and 
“unequivocal” and “an 
established fact,” makes 
more precise and warmer 
forecasts for the 21st cen- 
tury than it did last time it 
was Issued in 2013. 

Each of five scenarios for 
the future, based on how 
much carbon emissions 
are cuf, passes the more 
stringent of two thresholds 
set in the 2015 Paris climate 
agreement. World leaders 
agreed then fo try fo limit 
warming to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahr- 


enheit) above levels in the 
late 19th century because 
problems mount quickly 
after that. The world has 
already warmed nearly 1.1 
degrees Celsius (2 degrees 
Fahrenheit) since then. 
Under each scenario, the 
report said, the world will 
cross the 1.5-degree-Cel- 
sius warming mark in the 
2030s, earlier than some 
past predictions. Warming 
has ramped up in recent 
years, data shows. 

“Our report shows that 
we need fo be prepared 
for going into that level of 
warming in the coming de- 
cades. But we can avoid 
further levels of warming by 
acting on greenhouse gas 
emissions,” said report co- 
chair Valerie Masson-Del- 
motte, a climate scientist 
at France’s Laboratory of 
Climate and Environment 
Sciences at the University 
of Paris-Saclay. 

In three scenarios, the 
world will also likely exceed 
2 degrees Celsius (3.6 de- 
grees Fahrenheit) over 
ore-industrial times — the 
less stringent Paris goal — 
with far worse heat waves, 
droughts and flood-induc- 
ing downpours unless there 
are deep emissions cuts, 
the report said. 

“This report tells us that re- 
cent changes in the cli- 
mate are widespread, 
rapid and intensifying, un- 


orecedented in thousands 
of years,” said IPCC Vice 
Chair Ko Barrett, senior cli- 
mate adviser for the USS. 
National Oceanic and At- 
mospheric Administration. 
With crucial international 
climate negotiations com- 
Ing up in Scotland in No- 
vember, world leaders said 
the report is causing them 
to try harder to cut carbon 
pollution. U.S. Secretary 
of State Anthony Blinken 
called it “a stark reminder.” 
The 3,000-plus-page report 
from 234 scientists said 
warming is already accel- 
erating sea level rise and 
worsening extremes such 
as heat waves, droughts, 
floods and storms. Tropi- 
cal cyclones are getting 
stronger and wetter, while 
Arctic sea ice is dwindling 
in the summer and perma- 
frost is thawing. All of these 
trends will get worse, the re- 
port said. 

For example, the kind of 
heat wave that used to 
happen only once every 
50 years now happens 
once a decade, and if the 
world warms another de- 
gree Celsius (1.8 degrees 
Fahrenheit), it will happen 
twice every seven years, 
the report said. 

As the planet warms, plac- 
es will get hit more not just 
by extreme weather but by 
multiple climate disasters at 
once, the report said.L) 
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Want to Sell your Time - Share 


Condo or property in Aruba 
Contacts the expert 36 Years 
Doing Honest business 

More info Call :0 11-297- 
6301307 
johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Beach front property 

1 BR 1/2 bath week 32 
Room # 502 

28 weeks remain 

Price :$7K 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean Suites 
Private Island 

1 BR WK #31 room #2111 

1 BR WK #31 and 32 room 
#2115 

Ground floor pool /ocean view 
Price : $ 5 K each 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Island 

1BR WK #35 room #2543 
Pool /ocean View 

Price :$5K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana Beach and Casino 
Eagle Beach 

1 BR WK # 31 and 32 room 
#242A 

Friday check in 

Price :$5Keach week 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana Beach and Casino 
1 BR WK #33 room#308 A 
Sunday check in $5K 

2BR WK #33 room # 124 A/B 
Sunday check-in $8K 
Pool/ocean View 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana Beach and Casino 
2 BR WK #35 room#346 
Ocean Front 

Price :$ 9K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Surf Club 

Gold season 

2 BR Garden view $8K 

2 BR Ocean View $9K 

3 BR Ocean View $10K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $7k 

2 BR Ocean Front $16K 
Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for Sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

3 BR, 2 bath 

Fully furnished with garage 
Ocean view 

Price :$450K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 

Tierra Del Sol 

4 BR, 3 Bath 

Fully furnished with pool 
Ocean view 

Price :$700K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo for sale 

Gold Coast 

2 BR, 2 Bath 

Fully furnished 

Price: $320 K 

Call:0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3 BR, 2 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price :$800k 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Le Vent 

Eagle Beach 

3BR, 3 1/2 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price :$800K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Oasis 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR, 2 bath 

Fully furnished 

Price :$650K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 


Condo Sunset residence 
Eagle Beach 

2BR, 2bath 

Fully furnished 

Price :$380K 

Call :0 11-297-6301307 
Johnnpaesch@gmail.com 
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Time Share Resales + Realty 
Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 

* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 

www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 

) johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


also visit(new): 


www.halleyadventures.com 
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Downtown _ 


How fto,seach us! 









For Rent or Sale 

Paradise Beach Villas 

P/O Front WKS 2 & 4- 1 bedr. 
WKS 1,8,9,31,32,52, - 2 bedr. 
WKS can be switched 

Call 941-343-1088 USA 
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aa HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


San Nicolas Tel. 584 5712 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


587 5900 
588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 





facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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Review: Aretha Franklin bio ‘Respect’ maybe too respeciful 


By MARK KENNEDY 

AP Entertainment Writer 
The tag line for the latest 
biopic about an American 
icon reads: "Find out what 
it means." Good luck with 
that. 

After more than two hours 
of the new messy Aretha 
Franklin biopic "Respect," 
it's not clear what it means, 
wasting a lot of superb 
screen talent in the slap- 
dash process. 

This time it's Jennifer Hud- 
son portraying the Queen 
of Soul — a few months 
after Cynthia Erivo played 
Franklin in a National Geo- 
graphic TV series — and 
you won't be able to leave 
the theater without a lot of 
resoect — yes, R-E-S-P-E-C-T 
— for Hudson's abilities. 

But a meandering, unfo- 
cused look at the first three 
decades of Franklin's life 
will also leave you saying a 
little prayer for the filmmak- 
ers. After all, if you come 
for the queen, you best not 
miss. This is GQ miss. 

Director Lies] Tommy, us- 
ing a screenplay by Tracey 
Scott Wilson, offers a series 
of chronological vignettes 
to try to explain what 
fed Franklin, a preacher's 
daughter from Detroit who 
would light up the world 
with her voice. 

"Music will save your life," 
is the Hallmark-like slogan 
used in the film — uttered 





This image released by MGM shows Jennifer Hudson as Aretha Franklin in a scene from "Respect." 
Associated Press 


by a soulful Tituss Burgess as 
the Rev. James Cleveland. 
But that's not hefty enough 
to explain how a woman 
who endured rape, do- 


mestic violence, racism, 
misogyny, mental health 
challenges and = addic- 


tion could go on to win 18 
Grammys. Music will save 
your life? That may work 
for Nickelodeon. You need 
more here. 

The scriot by Tracey Scott 
Wilson. ("Fosse/Verdon") _ Is 
a collection of scenes that 
don't add up to much, nev- 
er really building and inter- 


rupted — by necessity, of 
course — with overly long 
music sequences. This film 
needed someone to sharp- 
en and clarify. It needed 
what Franklin was, an ideal 
interoreter. 

Even Tommy herself seems 
to get a little bored by the 
end when she starts fussing 
with black-and-white film 
and old lenses, recreat- 
ing TV interviews and even 
mixing in real news foot- 
age from the ‘60s. She even 
pops up in her own movie 
— as a fan seeking reassur- 
ance from Franklin — like a 


fangirl Alfred Hitchcock. 

It's telling that many of the 
smaller roles pop more 
than the main event. Mary 
J. Blige, as a tempestu- 
ous, table-fossing Dinah 
Washington, gives the film 
an electric kick and Au- 
dra McDonald as Franklin's 
mother is precious and un- 
derstated, every second of 
their screen time leaving 
you begging for more. 

At 6, Franklin endured the 
separation of her mother — 
never explicitly said in the 
film because her dad was 
sleeping around — and 


then her mom's death at 
10. The film's first half hour 
dwells on these twin calam- 
ities, featuring Skye Dakota 
Turner as a terrific young 
Aretha and Forest Whitaker 
as her father, a complex 
role that mixes warmth and 
anger but never quite illu- 
minates. 

Franklin, who died in 2018, 
was raped and impregnat- 
ed as a pre-teen, hit by her 
father and then hit again 
by her first husband (a 
fabulous, equal parts smol- 
dering and vicious, Marlon 
Wayans.) The queen was 
both a civil rights icon — 
standing with the Rev. Mar- 
tin Luther King, Jr — and a 
diva-ish drunk who lashed 
out at friends. How much 
her abuse led to her addic- 
tion is only suggested. 
Hudson isn't afraid to get 
Ugly atrock bottom, though 
maybe not as harrowing as 
Andra Day did as Lady Day 
in "The United States vs. Billie 
Holiday." "Respect" doesn't 
dwell in the darkest depths 
like that biopic of another 
troubled superstar singer. 
This film, Unsurprisingly, — is 
strongest whenever the 
music takes over, especial- 
ly when Hudson opens her 
mouth and musical sparks 
flY or when we're shown 
Franklin feeling for her own 
sound, which we are re- 
minded didn't happen for 
several aloums.L} 


Female filmmakers denounce Spanish cinema prize for Depp 





In this Thursday, July 23, 2020 file photo, U.S. actor Johnny 


Depp gestures to fans and the media as he arrives at the High 


Court in London. 


By JENNIFER O'MAHONY 
Associated Press 

MADRID (AP) — Spain's 
leading group of female 


Associated Press 


filmmakers on Tuesday 
condemned the San Se- 
bastian film festival's de- 
cision to award Johnny 


Depp its highest honor, 
saying it gave the interna- 
tional event a bad name 
after a British judge ruled 
last year that allegations of 
domestic violence against 
the actor were ‘substan- 
tially correct". 

Cristina Andreu, the Presi- 
dent of Spain's Association 
of Female Filmmakers and 
Audiovisual Media, said 
she was "very surprised" by 
the decision, announced 
Monday, to award Depp 
the Donostia Award at the 
festival's 69th edition next 
month. The award is the 
event's top prize and aims 
to honor lifetime achieve- 
ment. 

"This soeaks very badly of 
the festival and its leader- 


shio, and transmits a terri- 
ble message to the public: 
'It doesn't matter if you are 
an abuser as long as you 
are a good actor,’ Andreu 
told The Associated Press. 
The association, which has 
close links to the San Se- 
bastian festival, was "'study- 
ing next steps," she added. 
The San Sebastian Inter- 
national Film Festival, held 
in northern Spain, takes 
place Sept. 17-25 this year. 
Depp is expected to re- 
ceive the award in person 
on Sept. 22, in what will be 
his third appearance at 
the event. 

An email request for com- 
ment from Depp's publicist 
in Los Angeles went un- 
answered outside office 


hours. 

Last year, Depp lost a li- 
bel case against a British 
newspaper that accused 
him of domestic violence, 
with a judge ruling the al- 
legations were "substan- 
tially correct." In March, a 
British Court refused Depp 
permission to appeal the 
ruling that he assaulted his 
former wife, Amber Heard, 
saying his attempt to over- 
turn the decision had "no 
real prospect of success." 
Depp also is suing Heard 
for $50 million in Virginia 
over a Washington Post 
op-ed essay that she wrote 
about domestic violence. 
The trial in that case was 
recently delayed until April 
INQ ZZ 
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Anthony joins his friend LeBron with title the only goal 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Car- 
melo Anthony realized the 
time was finally right fo join 
forces with his friend LeBron 
James. 

Whether James and the 
veteran-led Los Angeles 
Lakers can helo Anthony 
win his first NBA champion- 
shio remains to be seen. 
"Most people will say we 
should have gotten to- 
gether years ago, early in 
our career, but we were on 
two different paths. It just 
felt like right now was the 
best time," Anthony said. 
He and James have known 
each other since’ high 
school and were part of 
the star-studded 2003 draft 
class. James went first over- 
all to the Cleveland Cav- 
aliers out of high school, 
while Anthony was the third 
pick by the Denver Nug- 
gets after leading Syracuse 
to Its first NCAA title. 

"Bron came to me and said 
the time Is now and that we 
have to make it happen," 
Anthony said. "| took my 
time with it and weighed 
my options." 

James won a pair of cham- 
pionships in Miami with Chris 
Bosh and Dwyane Wade, 
who went fourth and fifth 
to the Toronto Raptors and 
Heat, respectively, in 2003. 


PORTLAND 
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In this May 22, 2021, file photo, Portland Trail Blazers forward Carmelo Anthony (00) points to a 
teammate after a basket against the Denver Nuggets in the second half of Game 1 of a first-round 
NBA basketball playoff series in Denver. Anthony agreed to a one-year deal to join the Los Ange- 
les Lakers on Tuesday, Aug. 3, 2021. 


He added two more titles 
with Cleveland in 2016 and 
LA last year. 

Anthony's teams, mean- 
while, have gone 3-13 in 
playoff series, and the clos- 
est he got to a title was a 
trio to the Western Confer- 
ence finals with Denver in 
2009. 

With James, Anthony, Rus- 
sell Westbrook and An- 


thony Davis headlining the 
Lakers, anything less than 
a championship would dis- 
appoint. 

“im coming in with a cham- 
pionship in my mind. This is 
the one thing that I'm miss- 
ing, the 37-year-old An- 
thony said. ‘| want to expe- 
rience what it Is like going 
through the ups and downs 
of a championship season." 


Associated Press 


All four players were part 
of the US. gold medal 
squad at the 2012 London 
Games. Anthony wants to 
make sure their camarade- 
rie is consistent even when 
times get tough. 

‘im more excited about 
the journey of this sea- 
son. We are going to win 
games. Let's be quite frank: 
We have to win games," 


Anthony said. "The basket- 
ball part will take care of 
itself. It's how we all come 
together and support one 
another. When it's always 
sunny, It's cool, but when 
it starts raining, then what 
happens? That's where the 
expertise and experience 
come into play.’ 

Anthony — the 10th leaad- 
ing scorer in NBA history — 
joins his seventh team as he 
enters his 19th season. He 
averaged 13.4 points and 
made 40.9% of his 3-point- 
ers coming off the bench 
for Portland last season, re- 
vitalizing his career by prov- 
ing he can contribute to a 
solid team as a reserve. 
He's likely fo have a similar 
role with the Lakers. 
Anthony's 3-point shoot- 
ing should be valuable on 
a team that has struggled 
from the perimeter — for 
the past two seasons and 
added Westbrook, a point 
guard with a balky outside 
shot. 

The recent additions — 
which also include Dwight 
Howard, Wayne Ellington, 
Kendrick Nunn and Ma- 
lik Monk — have the Lak- 
ers with the second-low- 
est odds to win the NBA 
title, according to FanDuel 
Sportsbook.) 





Spence drops out of Pacquiao fight 


By GREG BEACHAM 

AP Sports Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Errol 
Spence Jr. has dropped 
out of his pay-per-view fight 
with Manny Pacquiao on 
Aug. 21 because of a reti- 
nal tear in his left eye. 

WBA welterweight cham- 
pion Yordenis Ugads will step 
in to face Pacquiao at T- 
Mobile Arena in Las Vegas 
on the same date, the pro- 
moters announced Tues- 
day. 

Spence (27-0, 21 KOs) holds 
the WBC and IBF welter- 
weight titles, but he has 
fought just once since Sep- 
tember 2019 due to a car 
crash and the coronavi- 
rus pandemic. According 
to his promoters, Soence 
didn't learn he had a torn 
retina until a prefight medi- 
cal examination by the Ne- 
vada State Athletic Com- 
mission on Monday. 


Spence will have surgery at 
home in Texas on Wednes- 
day to repair the tear, but 
he will miss out on his high- 
profile showdown with Pac- 
quiao (62-7-2, 39 KOs), the 
former eight-division cham- 
pion returning to boxing af- 
ter a two-year absence. 

‘| was excited about the 
fight and the event," Spen- 
ce said. "There was no way 
| could fight with my eye 
in that condition. I'd like 
to apologize to everyone. 
You know I'll be back soon. 
We've come back from 
WOISe.. 

Ugas (26-4, 12 KOs) was 
scheduled to make his first 
career defense of his WBA 
title on the undercard of 
Pacquiao's meeting with 
Spence. Pacquiao beat 
Keith Thurman to win the 
same WBA title belt in his 
most recent bout in 2019. 
The 35-year-old Ugds was 


elevated fo welterweight 
super champion in the 
WBA's byzantine champi- 
onship system last Janu- 
ary after Pacquiao was 
abruptly stripped of the 
belt for inactivity. The Fili- 
pINOo Congressman quickly 
agreed fo shift his focus to 
Ugas after Spence's injury 
was discovered, perhaps 
partly because of the way 
he lost his WBA champion- 
ship. 

‘The proper way and the 
only way to win a world title 
is inside the ring," Pacquiao 
said. 

Ugds was scheduled to 
fight Fabian Maidana on 
the undercard of Pac- 
quiao-Spence, but the Cu- 
ban Olympic bronze medal 
winner instead will get the 
biggest showcase of his 
up-and-down _ profession- 
al career. Ugds has won 
three straight fights, and he 


with eye injury; Ugas in 





Manny Pacquiao, left, and Errol Spence Jr., pose for a photo at 
a news conference at the Fox Studios lot in Los Angeles ahead 
of their upcoming boxing match, taking place in Las Vegas on 
Aug. 21, in Los Angeles Sunday, July 11, 2021. 


claimed the first version of 
his WBA title with a split-de- 
cision victory over Abel Ra- 
mos in his most recent bout 
last September. 

‘| have a_ tremendous 
amount of respect for Pac- 
quiao, but | am coming to 
win this fight," Ugas said in 
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a statement. ‘Everyone 
knows my story about how | 
came to America to follow 
my dreams of becoming a 
world champion, and now 
it's time to stamp my legacy 
with a victory as one of the 
best Cuban fighters to ever 
pout on a pair of gloves."L) 
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Win on Sunday, sell on Monday still a | goal for automakers 


"t 


By JENNA FRYER AP 

Auto Racing Writer 

DETROIT (AP) — Rick Hen- 
drick erased any doubt 
that marketing in motors- 
ports is still effective when 
his automotive sales group 
bought the § sponsorship 
rights through 2023 for NAS- 
CAR title contender Kyle 
Larson. 

With few companies will- 
ing to back Larson upon his 
return from a nearly year- 
long suspension for using a 
racial slur, Hendrick put the 
website for his dealerships 
on the hood of Larson's 
car. Larson started winning 
races, which company of- 
ficials say drove traffic to 
HendrickCars.com that 
netted $1.8 million in leads 
and over $5 million in televi- 
sion exposure. 

"We're having the best year 
we've ever had,’ said Hen- 
drick, owner of the largest 
privately held dealership in 
the country. "The market Is 
blazing." 

When motorsports began 
to gain mainstream trac- 
tion in the 1980s, the motto 
for auto dealers was always 
"Win on Sunday, sell on 
Monday. But the econom- 
ic downturn of 2008 nearly 
devastated the automo- 
tive market and NASCAR's 
soaring popularity started 
to level out. The market- 
ing slogan was suddenly 
watered down to some- 
thing closer to like, “Win on 
Sunday, hope a customer 
comes in on Monday." 
Even so, manufacturers 
have not moved away 
from motorsports as a top 
sales platform. It's never 
been more evident than 
this year as soending has 
resumed after the pan- 
demic crushed 2020 sales. 
Motorsports remains a criti- 
cal marketing tool for com- 
panies to show how racing 
technology transfers from 
the track To the streets. 
General Motors launched 
a special edition Corvette 





General Motors Director of Marketing for Chevrolet cars and crossovers Tony Johnson addresses 
the media during a press conference for the 2022 Corvette Stingray IMSA GILM Championship 
Edition vehicle, foreground, in Detroit, in this Wednesday, June 9, 2021, file photo. 


during a race weekend in 
the shadows of its Detroit 
headquarters. Lexus, Ferrari 
and Acura did the same 
for their new performance 
vehicles at IMSA sports car 
events. At a NASCAR race 
in Nashville, Ford used its 
fully electric Mach-E_ to 
pace the field and used its 
high-performance GT mod- 
el to thrill VIPs for a few laps 
around the track. 

The Mercedes-AMG- GT 
Black Series was unveiled 
in June at the Concours 
Club in Miami. Although 
the sticker price is an eye- 
popping $326,000, the car 
ranks in the top group of 
street-legal sports cars. Its 
crossover aopeal was em- 
ohasized when it debuted 
alongside its sibling Mer- 
cedes-AMG GIT3 racing car 
that went 1-2 in class in this 
years Rolex 24 At Daytona 
endurance race. 

"We know from our custom- 
ers no matter what age 
they are, even if they're in 
the digital world of racing, 
which is very, very good, 
that racing is a proof-point 
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of engineering capability, 
validation of the car itself, 
and of safety in many cas- 
es, said Mark Reuss, presi- 
dent of General Motors. 
‘The two-way technical 
things that we do in all of 
our race programs eventu- 
ally show up In our produc- 
tion cars. 

‘The customer cares about 
that and motorsports is ex- 
tremely exciting to watch 
and to participate in, so 
it is Q@ natural marketing 
space," he said. 

IHS Markit automotive ana- 
lyst Stephanie Brinley said 
automakers get multiple 
benefits from their racing 
programs, from __ torture- 
testing new technology to 
a mostly unmeasurable im- 
pact on brand perception. 
People like to see compe- 
tition and cheer for their 
brands, she said, and that 
translates to loyalty when it 
comes time to buy a new 
vehicle. That applies not 
only to racing fans who 
love the competition, but 
also to people who don't 
follow the sport. 
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It gives Owners a reason 
to cheer on their brand. It 
helos build an emotional 
connection, Brinley said. 
‘That's really elusive, but 
it's also pretty key toward 
keeping and maintaining 
brand loyalty.” 

Automakers can use the 
race track to push new 
technology in ways they 
cant reproduce on their 
own test tracks, Brinley said. 
While there might not be a 
direct connection to con- 
sumer vehicles, the testing 
influences vehicles sold to 
the public. 

‘Its an opportunity to put 
the vehicles in challenging 
positions that aren't nec- 
essarily 100% under their 
control versus a regular test 
track situation,” Brinley said. 
Ford Motor Co. points To 
the 1901 car "Sweepstakes" 
built by Henry Ford and Oli- 
ver Barthel as a race car to 
helo restore Ford's reputa- 
tion after his first failed at- 
tempt at owning an auto 
company. Sweepstakes 
won its first Outing against 
an established driver and 
car, and the _ publicity 
helped Ford launch what is 
now the fourth-largest au- 
tomobile company in the 
world. 

For Henry Ford, the win on 
Sunday slogan had a more 
significant shiff in that it 
meant he could start a new 
company on Monday. 


“You saw what Henry Ford 
used Sweepstakes for — for 
marketing and notoriety 
and innovation and techni- 
cal learning and he formed 
a successful business from 
it," said Mark Rushbrook, 
global director at Ford and 
head of Ford Performance 
Motorsports. "The core of 
that still holds through time 
from that point to where 
we are today for the same 
reasons and effectively." 
There's still an important 
competitive element, as 
noted by David Salters, who 
last October was named 
oresident of Honda Perfor- 
mance Development. 

HPD leads all Honda and 
Acura high-performance 
racing programs in North 
America, and Salter point- 
ed to the IndyCar race at 
Mid-Ohio in July when Jo- 
sef Newgarden in a Chev- 
rolet edged Colton Herta 
in a Honda for the pole by 
0.0031 seconds. 

"You can find out where 
you are as d company, ev- 
ery qualifying session and 
at the end of every race," 
Salter said. "Between two 
human beings, two differ- 
ent powertrains, between 
people setting up chassis in 
different ways, and some- 
how one got it quicker in 
the blink of an eye. 

"We begin to sweat when 
that happens. We go back 
and look at the data and 
try to analyze where the 
differences are, and then 
we bring that into our busi- 
ness. 

Nearly every series awards 
Q manufacturer champi- 
onship at the end of each 
season — It's called a con- 
structors fitle in Formula 
One — and it Is a vital tool 
for automakers. 

Edsel Ford ll, great-grand- 
son of Henry Ford, still be- 
lieves that beating the 
competition is the best way 
to sell cars. 

‘Im old school so | guess | 
still believe that if you win 
on Sunday, then you do 
the best you can fo sell 
on Monday,’ Ford told AP. 
"Winning is so important to 
Us and we do the best job 
we can in marketing our 
victories to Our Customers, 
to our fans, and we hope 
that they will come in ona 
Monday and buy a Ford.'"U) 


